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Certain breaches of the law and social 
norms are considered more acceptable 
among Danes now than they were ten years 
ago. Lies told for one’s own advantage and 
claiming social benefits to which one is not 
entitled are among the behaviours that are 
viewed more tolerantly today. 

These are among the findings of a new 
survey about Danes’ moral attitudes to the 
law, which has been conducted by the Rock-
wool Foundation Research Unit in collabo-
ration with Professor Jørgen Goul Andersen 
of the University of Aarhus. 

In the survey, 1,146 people – constitu-
ting a representative sample of the Danish 
population – were asked to state their opini-
ons about a long list of breaches of laws and 
norms of good behaviour. They indicated on 
a scale of 1 to 10 how acceptable they con-
sidered each breach to be, with 1 indicating 
that something was totally unacceptable 
and 10 meaning that they considered it fully 
acceptable.

The overall level of morality is largely 
unchanged from what it was ten years ago. 
However, Danes have become less condem-
natory of breaches in some areas including 
social security fraud. 

According to Jørgen Goul Andersen, this 
shift is surprising: “Over the past ten years, 
public authorities have placed great empha-
sis on obligations and on checking-up in the 
field of social security benefits. Correspond-
ingly one would have expected that more 
strict norms would prevail among the pop-
ulation. But the reverse has actually taken 
place, at least as far as gener l principles are a
concerned.” 

Fiddling taxes on the way out 
In one important area, however, attitudes 
have become more judgemental. There is 
significantly less tolerance for tax fraud 
than ten years ago. “A few decades ago, tax 
fiddling was a kind of popular game. But 
not any more. Now, it is almost an exclusive 
sport for the “elite”. In recent years, tax fraud 
has become much more difficult for ordinary 

individuals. SKAT, the Danish Tax Author-
ity, knows everything in advance, so there 
are very few opportunities left to cheat, at 
least for ordinary wage-earners. This may go 
a long way towards explaining the change in 
attitudes,” says Jørgen Goul Andersen. 

The survey also shows that age is a criti-
cal factor with respect to attitudes to lying, 
cheating and fraud. The selection of ques-
tions in Figure 1 can be compared with 
those asked in the Research Unit’s first sur-
vey in 1997 and the European Values Sur-
veys of 1981 and 1990. Then as now, the 
young were much more frequently willing 
to breach the norms. The 1997 figures indi-
cated that this might be a generational dif-
ference as the younger generations seemed 
to maintain lenient norms over the life cy-
cle. However, the new survey, with the 
younger age groups in the 1997 survey hav-
ing now reached ages of between 45 and 60, 
shows clearly that their attitudes to the law 
have come to resemble closely those of ear-
lier generations.

Figure 1

Danes’ attitudes to breaches of the law and moral norms, 2000 and 2010

Source: The rockwool FoundaTion reSearch uniT.

Attitudes to a number of types of breaches of the law and social norms have be-

come more lenient in the past ten years. In one area, however, attitudes have 

become tougher; fiddling one’s taxes is considered less acceptable today than it 

was previously.
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Is it acceptable to claim social security be-
nefits to which you are not entitled? Is it all 
right to “forget” to buy a ticket to ride on 
public transport? And is it permissible to 
lie for your own advantage?

These, and a long list of other questions 
on attitudes to laws and moral codes, were 
put to a representative sample of the Danish 
population in a new survey conducted by 
the Rockwool Foundation Research Unit at 
the beginning of 2010.

Previous similar surveys showed that 
the Danes became increasingly tolerant of 
breaches of the law and moral norms du-
ring the 1980s and 1990s.

When the results of the new survey are 
compared with those of the earlier surveys, 
it emerges that moral attitudes today may 
have improved slightly since 1997. Howe-
ver, over the long term, it appears that con-
formity with moral standards in Denmark 
has become somewhat less strict.

In fact, the overall picture conceals two 
contradictory trends. Regarding attitudes 
to tax and insurance fraud, the population 
has become more moral in the new millen-
nium. In 2010 Danes were distinctly more 
condemnatory of these types of deception 
than they were just ten years previously.

However, this change must be compa-
red with declining morality in a number of 
other areas, such as the extent to which it 
is all right to lie for your own advantage, to 
buy stolen goods, to keep money you find, 
and to commit social security fraud. This 
dichotomy developed after the turn of the 
millennium, producing the overall picture 
mentioned above of a relatively unchanging 
level of morality over the past 10-15 years.

In the survey, respondents were asked, 
among other things, to state their views on 
eight moral questions, such as whether it 
is acceptable to buy stolen goods, to steal a 
car and to keep money you find.

Responses were given on a scale of 1 to 
10, with 1 meaning that the behaviour is 
completely unacceptable, while 10 indicates 
that it is perfectly all right.

The average rating on these issues in 
2010 was 1.8. The fact that the figure lies 
close to 1, and not to 10, indicates that the 
Danish population only accepts breaches of 
the law and established moral norms to a 
very limited extent.

The same eight questions have been po-
sed in a series of surveys over a period of 30 

years. It is thus possible to assess whether 
morality among Danes has increased or de-
creased over the period.

As Figure 2 shows, the average respon-
se to the questions was 1.6 in 1981, 1.7 in 
1990 and 2.0 in 1997. Over the period 1981-
1997, then, the trend was towards a greater 
level of acceptance of breaches of the law 
and moral norms.

The new figures from 2010 indicate that 
the situation has stabilised, as indeed was 
suggested by a survey in 2000.

Better tax morality
As already indicated, trends in attitudes 
are not homogenous. As Table 1 shows, at-
titudes to “borrowing” a car without the 
owner’s permission have become a little 
more relaxed. The same is true of opini-
ons of social security fraud, fare-dodging 
on the bus, purchase of stolen goods, ly-
ing to gain advantage for yourself, keeping 
money found in the street, and driving off 
after denting another car while parking. In 

Figure 2

Acceptability of eight selected behaviours

note: over a period of 30 years, cross-sections of the danish population have been asked to indicate their positions 
on eight moral issues (see Table 1, p. 4) on a scale of 1 to 10. The figure shows the average scores across the eight 
questions.

Source: The rockwool FoundaTion reSearch uniT.

Between 1981 and 1997, Danes became somewhat more tolerant of breaches of 

the law. Over the past decade, the level of acceptance has fallen again. Howe-

ver, the overall trend remains in the direction of declining moral standards. If 

the attitude of the population to tax cheating is removed from consideration, the 

rising trend becomes even more evident. That is to say, in areas other than tax 

and insurance fraud, there has been a clear trend towards declining moral atti-

tudes over the past 30 years.
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these areas, socially accepted norms have 
apparently become more flexible over the 
past 30 years in total, though not over the 
period since 1997 taken in isolation.

On the other hand, norms have become 
more stringent over the past 30 years in re-
lation to fiddling one’s taxes. In recent ye-
ars, morality has also become significantly 
higher in relation to insurance swindles 
and drunk driving.

However, it is the change in Danes’ tax 
morality that contributes the most to the ap-
parent overall improvement of the moral at-
titudes index since 1997. In that year, the 
population scored the issue at a level of 2.5. 
Today, the level of acceptance has fallen to 
1.8. It is not simply a matter of the trend 
having stabilised over the past 13 years – 
tax morality is actually higher today in Den-
mark than it has been in the past 30 years.

Tougher views on drink driving and 
insurance fraud
Above, average response grades are used 
to assess general attitudes to each issue. 
Another way of looking at the responses is 
to consider how many people gave evalua-
tions of between 2 and 10 for a question. If 
a person gives any response other than 1, it 
is an indication that the person is to some 
extent prepared to qualify his or her views 
of the issue. He or she disapproves of the 
action in principle, but is prepared to allow 

certain exceptions, or express a somewhat 
more mild disapproval.

This form of measurement again reveals 
a trend towards less compromising or more 
“fundamentalist” attitudes to some issues. 
This is the case, for example, with regard to 
drink driving and insurance fraud. Respon-
dents were questioned about both these is-
sues in the surveys in 1997, 2000 and 2010.

In 1997, 23% of the Danish population 
thought that driving when just a little over 
the legal alcohol limit was not wholly unac-
ceptable provided that the driver was expe-
riences and was driving carefully; this pro-
portion had fallen to 16% in 2010.

Similarly, 49% of the population stated 
in 1997 that a small amount of insurance 
cheating was not completely unacceptable 
to some extent. In 2010 this figure had fal-
len to 40%. In relation to these issues, then, 
there are more people today who are consi-
stently wholly against them than there were 
13 years ago.

Table 1

Acceptability of eight selected behaviours

To what extent would you find the following actions acceptable?

19
81

19
90

19
97

20
00

20
10

Taking and driving away a car that belongs to someone else 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.2

buying stolen goods 1.2 1.3 1.4 1.3 1.3

Failing to leave your name and address after hitting a parked car 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.3 1.5

claiming social security payments to which you are not entitled 1.3 1.5 1.5 1.3 1.7

Failing to buy a ticket when using public transport 1.6 1.7 1.9 1.7 1.9

cheating on the tax declaration, if one has the opportunity 2.4 2.4 2.5 2.2 1.8

lying for your own advantage 2.0 2.1 2.8 2.4 2.7

keeping money found in the street 1.9 2.2 3.1 2.5 2.6

average 1.6 1.7 2.0 1.7 1.8

note: over a period of 30 years, representative samples of the danish population have been asked to indicate their 
positions on eight moral issues using a scale of 1 to 10. The table shows the average scores for each of the eight 
questions.

Source: The rockwool FoundaTion reSearch uniT..

Danes’ moral attitudes are changing in different directions. Over the past 30 ye-

ars, moral attitudes have become more lenient in most areas, but not in relation 

to whether it is acceptable to fiddle one’s taxes. Moral attitudes have also be-

come tougher on some other issues, but these have not been measured over such 

a long period, and are therefore not included in the table.
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The Rockwool Foundation Research Unit 
asked a representative sample of the Da-
nish population about the degree to which 
they found certain actions acceptable, on 
a scale of 1 to 10. 1 on the scale meant that 
the action was completely unacceptable, 
and 10 that it was something one would 
find perfectly all right. Answers between 
the two limit categories represented vary-
ing degrees of acceptability. The grades 
near the bottom of the scale meant that 
the action was unacceptable, but there 
might be exceptions to this, or it was per-
haps not as bad as the worst violations of 
the norms. Grades at the top of the scale 
indicated an opinion that the action was 
acceptable in general terms, though with 
lesser or greater reservations as one ap-
proached the middle grades. Grades in the 
middle of the scale indicated partial ac-
ceptability, though the action was hardly 
something to boast about to strangers. 

Levels of acceptability
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Danish young people of today are less strict 
in their moral attitudes than older mem-
bers of the population.

This is revealed by a survey of attitudes 
to law and morality. The picture is quite 
consistent: young people take a more re-
laxed view of laws and moral concepts than 
others, and are more willing to accept the 
bending of the rules of society.

However, before the youth of today are 
condemned outright, there are a couple of 
points that have to be borne in mind.

The first is that this is the way things 
have always been. It was also true, for 
example, when the parents of today were 
young themselves, 20-30 years ago.

In fact, the same picture has been evi-
dent for as long as such measurements have 
been taken. Figure 3 clearly illustrates that 
ever since measurements were first taken, 
youth has always been linked with (relati-
vely) low comformity with moral standards, 
whereas age has consistently been con-
nected with (relatively) strict standards. In 
the new survey, moral attitudes were mea-
sured on a scale from 1 to 10, as they were 
in earlier studies. Point 1 on the scale indica-
tes that a person feels that a breach of a law 
or moral norm is completely unacceptable, 
while point 10 means that it is considered 
to be perfectly acceptable. In other words: 
the higher the score, the less respect for laws 
and norms it represents. It might be that a 
person thinks that it is all right to lie to gain 
an advantage for oneself, that a person finds 
it acceptable not to pay the fare on a train, 
that he or she might well buy something 
knowing that it was stolen, or that a person 
thinks it is OK to drive away after bumping 
into another car while parking.

Figure 3 also shows another factor: for 
all age groups, the more recent measure-
ments record higher levels on the scale, 
i.e. they suggest an overall decline in sup-
port for laws and norms, according to our 
index, compared with what was found in 
previous studies. In relation to the observa-
tion about the young, then, it may be appro-
priate to note a certain general slide in the 
level of support of the population for laws 
and norms of behaviour. Even though the 
highest point on the graph was recorded in 
1997, the line for 2010 is still above the level 
for 1981 for all age groups. 

Growing alike with age
Moral attitudes do not coincide further 

Figure 3

Attitudes to the law, by age group

note: The ages given are approximate, since age grouping is based on year of birth. For the 1997 survey, the age inter-
vals stated are even more approximate: those people who are described as being aged 25-34 were actually aged 30-39 
at the date of this measurement. corresponding discrepancies apply to other age groups for this survey.

Source: The rockwool FoundaTion reSearch uniT.

In each survey, there was a close correlation between age and views on whether 

laws and moral norms should be upheld. The younger people are, the less strict 

are their attitudes to laws and moral codes.

Figure 4

Attitudes to the law among six different generations, 1981-2010

note: The ages given are approximate, since age grouping is according to year of birth. For the 1997 survey, the age 
intervals stated are even more approximate: those people who are described as being aged 25-34 were actually aged 
30-39 at this measurement. corresponding discrepancies apply to other age groups for this survey.

Source: The rockwool FoundaTion reSearch uniT.

As the different generations grow older, they come to resemble each other.  From 

people’s mid-forties onwards, attitudes to the law and moral norms are rather 

similar, whatever their views might have been earlier in their lives, even though 

there is a weak generational trend towards more permissiveness.
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than that each generation comes to resem-
ble all others as they grow older. This has 
proved to be the case in previous surveys, 
and there is no reason to expect that the 
members of the current young generation 
will be any different when their attitudes 
are measured again in 10, 20 or 30 years’ 
time.

Figure 4 shows how various generations 
have responded when they were at given 
ages. It is apparent that the generations that 
are the youngest today seem to have started 
out with the least strict morals. At the same 
time, however, it is evident that over time, 
the younger generations come to resemble 
the older ones. The higher up the scale they 
begin (i.e. the greater their acceptance of 

rules acceptable on a scale of 1 to 10, where 
1 indicated total unacceptability and 10 a 
high level of acceptability.

In 1997, people aged 18-29 gave an ave-
rage rating of 4 when they were asked if it 
was acceptable to add a little onto an in-
surance claim after a burglary. This result 
gave rise to some concern at the time. If this 
low level of moral compliance would persist 
as these young people grew older, there was 
a risk of a greatly increased level of abuse of 
insurance in the future.

However, the latest survey, conducted in 
2010, shows that this feared generation ef-
fect has not come about. The people who 
were born in the 1970s are now in their 
thirties, and they have changed their posi-
tion very significantly.

In 2010 the average score given by 
people aged 30-39 had fallen to 2.2. Yet this 
group has for the most part the same mem-
bership as the age group who were 18-29 
years old in 1997.

This drop from 4.0 to 2.2 represents a 
radical change. It indicates that over the 
course of 13 years, the people born in the 
1970s shifted their moral attitudes marked-
ly with respect to insurance fraud. Regard-
less of whether or not they were more tole-
rant of breaches of the law and social norms 
when they were in their twenties, now that 
they are in their thirties and have become 
parents, the members of this group have be-
come very strict in their view that the law 
of the land should be observed.

Figure 5

 Level of acceptance of insurance fraud

note: respondents were asked to indicate on a scale of 1 to 10 the extent to which they would accept various types 
of insurance fraud. 1 = not acceptable at all 10 = Perfectly acceptable.

Source: The rockwool FoundaTion reSearch uniT.

A large shift in attitude to insurance fraud has taken place among people who 

were in their twenties in 1997, and who today are in their thirties. 
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breaches of the law and norms), the greater 
the subsequent drop in their levels of accep-
tance. They do not remain on the high le-
vels. High starting points are linked to sharp 
falls on the figure. The graph lines all point 
in the same direction and look likely to end 
at nearly the same levels. Still, a small gene-
rational difference seems to remain.

In other words: the earlier surveys in-
dicate that any differences there may be in 
the morality of different generations tend to 
even out when the generations reach a cer-
tain age. After people reach their mid-forti-
es, there is little to distinguish different ge-
nerations with respect to their moral stan-
dards.

There is good news for insurance compa-
nies: Danes now accept insurance fraud 
to a lesser extent than before. This shift 
in opinion has occurred among people in 
all age groups, but it is especially marked 
among people born in the 1970s.

This is revealed by a survey of the views 
of the Danish population on whether it is 
acceptable to exaggerate insurance claims.

Respondents were asked to indicate the 
degree to which they found breaches of the 

Children of the 1970s have radically altered their 
attitude to insurance fraud
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Have overtaken the children of the 
sixties

In itself, it is no surprise that the children 
of the 1970s have become more law-abi-
ding as they have grown older. This same 
phenomenon is evident for all birth co-
horts. What is surprising, however, is how 
quickly this change has come about.

This rapid development means that the 
children of the 1970s have actually overta-
ken those born in the 1960s, i.e. people a 
decade older than they are. This can be seen 
when a comparison is made between tho-
se who are in their thirties today, and tho-
se that were of that age in 1997 – in other 
words, a comparison between people born 
in the 1970s and people born in the 1960s.

While those born in the 1970s gave an 
average score of 2.2 on the question about 
insurance in the 2010 survey, the slightly ol-
der group from the 1960s gave an average 
response of 3.2 on the same question when 
they were asked in 1997.

In fact, the “moral awakening”, if we 
can call it that, of the 1970s group has been 
so sudden that they are equally upright to-
day in their attitudes on the issue of insu-
rance as those born in the 1960s are – de-
spite the fact that the latter are now in the 
forties, and ten years further on in life.

This can be seen from Figure 6, where 
the curves were on the same level in the 
year 2010 for the 30-39 age group and the 
40-49 age group.

General decline in level of acceptance
Figure 6 also shows another development that 
will be sure to gladden Denmark’s insurance 

Figure 6

 Level of acceptance of insurance fraud

note: respondents were asked to indicate on a scale of 1 to 10 the extent to which they would find it acceptable 
for a person to inflate an insurance claim a little after a burglary. 1 = not acceptable at all 10 = Perfectly acceptable.

Source: The rockwool FoundaTion reSearch uniT.

In all age groups, acceptance of insurance fraud was lower in 2010 than in 1997.

companies. There has been a trend towards 
greater insurance morality in all age groups.

In addition to the general tendency for 
moral standards to increase with age, it is 
evident from the figure that all age groups 
were thinking more in conformity with the 
law in 2010 than the equivalent age groups 
were in 1997. The 2010 graph curves for 
all age groups lie below those for 1997, in-
cluding the youngest age cohort. In other 
words, the general attitude of the Danish 
population towards insurance fraud is less 
tolerant today than it was 13 years ago.

About the 2010 survey
The survey comprised a total of 1,146 interviews, con-
ducted with a representative sample of the Danish 
population aged 15 to 74. The data were collected in 
January and February 2010 by Statistics Denmark. 
The respondents could choose between Internet and 
telephone interviews; a small majority preferred the 
latter. The respondents were drawn at random from 
the national population register.

A total of 1,731 respondents were selected, and in-
terviews were completed with 1,146 of them. This re-
presents a response level of 66.2%, which can be con-
sidered very satisfactory. In addition, there were 14 
partially completed interviews.

As in previous surveys, the data were weighted ac-
cording to age. As part of this process, the 65-74 years 
age group was given additional weighting, so that it 
represented the entire population aged over 65. There 

is little difference between attitudes to the law among 
people aged 65-74 and among those aged 75 and over. 

The results of the 1997 survey were published in 
the books Borgerne og lovene (Citizens and the law) by 
Jørgen Goul Andersen, with additional contributions by 
Hans Jørgen Nielsen og Marie Louise Hultin (Aarhus: 
Aarhus University Press and the Rockwool Foundation 
Research Unit, 1998), and Lovene og mig (The law and 
me) by Jørgen Goul Andersen, with additional contri-
butions by Karen Jespersen, Jørn Henrik Petersen and 
Jörgen Westerståhl (Copenhagen: Spektrum, 1998).

The results of the 2000 survey were published in 
a Rockwool Foundation Research Unit Newsletter by 
Jørgen Goul Andersen, and in the form of a research 
report entitled Borgerne og lovene II (Citizens and the 
law II) by Sanne Lund Clement (Rockwool Foundation 
Research Unit, 2001).
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Danes’ attitudes towards paying the correct 
taxes have become markedly more strict in 
recent years than they were previously.

While the Danish population had a re-
latively relaxed attitude to tax fiddles in the 
1980s and 1990s, views today have clearly 
become tougher. The overwhelming majo-
rity of Danes think that falsifying one’s tax 
declaration is not acceptable.

This has been demonstrated in a sur-
vey of attitudes to the law and moral values 
conducted among a representative sample 
of the adult Danish population. The survey 
was carried out at the beginning of 2010, 
and the responses are directly comparable 
with those from earlier surveys.

Respondents were asked about the degree 
to which they would accept people cheating 
on their tax declarations. A total rejection of 
such tax fraud would be scored as 1, while 
full acceptance would be scored as 10.

As Figure 7 shows, the Danish popula-
tion gave a lower score in 2010 than at any 

other time since 1981. This means that Da-
nes’ tax morality has improved considera-
bly over the past 30 years. Between 1981 
and 1997 there was more or less no change, 
but since 2000 moral standards with respect 
to tax rose substantially. 

Other people must not be  
allowed to cheat
However clear the results might be, they 
must be seen in relation to the fact that 
the concept of “cheating on tax” means so-
mething very different in Denmark today 
than it did formerly.

In the 1980s and 1990s, where people 
had to complete their tax declaration forms 
themselves, it often was possible to fiddle 
a little with allowable deductions and “for-
get” some income.  In other words, a sub-
stantial proportion of taxpayers had the op-
portunity to cheat a little on their tax decla-
rations, or at least to attempt to do so.

This is not the case today. SKAT, the Da-
nish Tax Administration, has virtually all 
the relevant information in advance. Work-
ing on one’s tax return is now largely a mat-
ter of signing it. At the same time, a series 
of tax reforms have reduced or completely 
eliminated various permissible deductions, 
making even the search for legitimate de-
ductions a rather unprofitable occupation.

In other words, the nature of tax fraud 
has changed, in that ordinary members of 
the population with straightforward tax de-
clarations no longer have any real opportu-
nity to cheat on their taxes. Thus, the con-
text and the meaning of the question has 
changed since cheating on tax is no lon-
ger something that I can do, but rather so-
mething others can indulge in – those others 
being the self-employed, for example, or 
multinational companies.

Consequently, it seems that the increase 
in the level of Dane’s moral standards in re-
lation to tax should be taken with a grain of 
salt. It has risen, and it is indeed imagina-
ble that the improved transparency and the 
reassurance that others don’t cheat has con-
tributed to a genuine improvement of tax 
morale. However, an equally plausible ex-
planation is that I, unlike them, no longer 
have the opportunity to cheat. This change 
makes the adoption of a stricter attitude re-
latively free of any personal cost.

Age has less significance
Moral attitudes related to tax differ from 

Figure 7

Level of acceptance of making falsified tax declarations

Source: The rockwool FoundaTion reSearch uniT.

Attitudes to tax violations, measured on an approval scale of 1 to 10. The higher 

the score, the greater the degree of acceptance of people falsifying their tax decla-

rations. As can be seen from the diagram, moral standards in Denmark with re-

spect to tax have risen considerably over the past 30 years. 

Table 2

Acceptance of falsifying tax declarations, assuming the opportunity to do so.

ages 
18-29

ages 
30-39

ages 
40-49

ages 
50-59

ages 
60-69

ages 
70-74

1997 2.7 2.8 2.4 2.5 2.1 1.8

2010 2.2 1.9 1.8 1.7 1.6 1.7

Source: The rockwool FoundaTion reSearch uniT.

(1) Not acceptable at all  (10) Perfectly acceptable2.5

2.0

1.5

1.0

1981 1990 1997 2000 2010

Tax fraud less acceptable
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other issues on one important point: age is 
not so significant.

In general, the older a person is, the 
more moral he or she becomes. This is also 
true with regard to the tax issue, but not to 
the same extent as with other questions in 
the survey.

As Table 2 shows, there was a certain de-
gree of difference according to age in 1997, 
but it was not very significant. Thirteen ye-
ars later, in 2010, differences related to age 
had almost completely disappeared. People 
aged 18-29 continued to have a slightly po-
orer level of tax morality – but that can be 
assumed to have been of little significance 
in practice, given that generally speaking 
their level of income was relatively low.

While Danes regard ordinary tax fraud 
very negatively, their attitude to another 
method of cheating the tax authorities, 
namely doing undeclared work, is much 
more relaxed.

In fact, 52% of Danes report having 
paid for undeclared work within the pre-
vious year. A further 29% would be wil-
ling to do so if the opportunity arose. In to-
tal, 80% of the Danish population are thus 
potential customers for undeclared work.

This was one finding of an interview 
survey of 2,200 Danes conducted by the 
Rockwool Foundation Research Unit in 
March 2010.

Fewer than 20% stated that they would 

refuse to purchase undeclared services. In 
the light of that result, it is hardly surpris-
ing that Danes generally view undeclared 
work as being much more acceptable than 
“ordinary” tax fraud.

Having undeclared work done for 
one’s household received a score of 4.2 on 
the scale when the Research Unit asked 
about attitudes in 2008-09. This can be 
compared with the score of 1.8 for “ordi-
nary” tax fraud in 2010.

Even though undeclared work is ac-
cepted, it does seem that the level of ac-
ceptance is falling. In 2004-2005 the rating 
was 4.8, so there has been a decline since 
that date.

The table also shows that moral stan-
dards in relation to tax in the various ge-
nerations had improved over the thirteen 
years. This can be seen by reading the ta-
ble diagonally, as indicated by the two are-
as with blue background. In 1997, respon-
dents aged 18-29 gave an average score of 
2.7. This group had largely the same com-
position as those aged 30-39 in 2010, and at 
that point the average score they gave was 
1.9. When the table is read in this way, it 
reveals an average fall of 0.8 points. Given 
that the lowest point on the scale is 1 (me-
aning that tax fraud is regarded as totally 
unacceptable), this represents a rather sub-
stantial fall.

More lenient view of social security fraud
In general, Danes’ moral attitude towards 
people who commit social security fraud is 
more lenient today than at any time over 
the past 30 years.

This was revealed by a survey that inclu-
ded a number of questions relating to social 
security fraud. The survey was conducted 
in 2010 among a representative sample of 
the Danish population.

In general, social security fraud is 
strongly condemned. This was also the case 
in 1981, when members of the Danish po-
pulation were asked for their views on this 
issue for the first time; it has remained so 
ever since. Nevertheless, the harsh criticism 
of social security fraud was a little less se-
vere in the most recent survey.

When respondents answered the que-
stions, they gave their responses on a scale 
from 1 to 10, where 1 indicated that actions 
were regarded as wholly unacceptable, and 
10 that they were perfectly acceptable. In all 
surveys since 1981, responses on social se-
curity fraud have been close to 1 on ave-
rage, i.e. indicating that it is totally unac-
ceptable.

As Figure 8 shows, the responses in all 
previous surveys – 1981, 1990, 1997 and 
2000 – have averaged between 1.3 and 1.5. 
However, in 2010 the average score rose to 
1.7, indicating that social security fraud 
was not judged as harshly as previously.

Undeclared work is still regarded as being almost acceptable
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Tougher policies 

The softening of attitudes to social secu-
rity fraud is surprising, given the policy 
developments over the past 15 years. From 
the mid-1990s onward, successive govern-
ments have made it increasingly clear that 
the social security benefit system is not a 
free-for-all.

The concomitant obligations have been 
increasingly stressed in recent years in re-
lation to various social entitlements. For 
example, people claiming unemployment 
benefits have to be genuinely available for 
work. They have to be able to document ac-
tive job-seeking, being available with one 
day’s notice, and sanctions are imposed for 
non-compliance to a much larger degree 
than previously. This political focus on ob-
ligations might have been expected to have 
influenced the attitudes of the population 
to the abuse of social benefits. Generally 
speaking, views on policy among members 
of the population are strongly affected by 
the government and the various political 
parties. However, in this particular area, 
public attitudes have not followed the poli-
tical focus, at least as far as general princip-
les are concerned.

Certain specific abuses are more 
acceptable
In spite of their strict position against so-
cial fraud in general, however, Danes ar 
willing to make quite a few exceptions to 
their general disapproval if the question 
about social security fraud is reformulated 
to cover something more specific.

As Table 3 shows, the general view is 
that a person should be available to work 
if he or she is claiming unemployment be-
nefit. The great majority, 71%, think that 
people should be available for work, and at 
1.6 the average score is quite close to 1.

However, the situation changes if the 
question is posed in more concrete terms. 
Only 43% of respondents said that it was 
completely unacceptable for a person to re-
ceive unemployment benefit if they simply 
needed a little time off work to “recharge 
their batteries”. The average score given 
was significantly higher at 2.9.

Similarly, there was a greater level of ac-
ceptance of an unemployed person trying 
to avoid taking a job to which he or she 
had been directed to apply. The question 
asked was whether it was acceptable for an 
unemployed person to indicate to a poten-
tial employer that he or she was not really 
interested in taking a job when that person 

Figure 8

Acceptability of claiming social security benefits to which one is not entitled

 

Source: The rockwool FoundaTion reSearch uniT.

Generally speaking, social security fraud is looked on very severely in Denmark. 

On a scale of 1 to 10, the attitude of the population to such fraud is close to 1 

on the scale, which shows that people find this behaviour totally unacceptable. 

However, the level of acceptance was slightly higher in 2010 than it was in pre-

vious surveys.

Table 3

Attitudes to social security fraud

Proportion of respondents 
who believe that there can 
be no mitigating circumstan-
ces (that the action is wholly 
unacceptable)

ave-
rage 
score

1997 2000 2010 2010

claiming social security benefits to 
which one is not entitled

81 88 72 1.7

claiming unemployment benefit even if 
one is not genuinely available to work

69 81 71 1.6

Making out that one’s condition is 
worse than it really is in order to 
obtain incapacity benefits

63 – 69 1.7

claiming unemployment benefit when 
one needs a little time off to “recharge 
one’s batteries”

45 – 43 2.9

claiming unemployment benefit or 
social security benefit if one has a 
problem arranging child-minding and 
consequently does not wish to work 
at present

30 45 – 3.3*

letting a potential employer know that 
one is not really interested in a job 
which one has been directed to apply 
for, but does not want 

– – 26 4.2

note: * The average score is from the 2000 survey, since this question was not asked in 2010

While Danes are generally opposed to social security fraud, they are more ready 

to turn a blind eye to unwillingness to work in a number of specific situations.

(1) Not acceptable at all  (10) Perfectly acceptable1.7

1.6

1.5

1.4

1.3

1.2

1.1

1.0

1981 1990 1997 2000 2010
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Seven out of ten Danes think that to a grea-
ter or lesser degree, it is acceptable to copy 
music and films without paying – always 
provided, however, that the copies are ex-
clusively for one’s own personal use.

This is one of the findings from the sur-
vey by the Rockwool Foundation Research 
Unit of Danes’ moral attitudes in 2010.

In the survey, a representative sample of 
the Danish population was asked to give a 
response on a scale of 1 to 10 as to whether 
it is acceptable to make pirate copies of mu-
sic from the Internet for one’s own use. 
Those who felt that such an action was not 
acceptable under any circumstances gave a 
response of 1; 30% of respondents were of 
that opinion.

The remaining 70% were willing to ac-
cept pirate copying to some extent. 50% of 
respondents gave responses of between 2 
and 6. This means that they were critical of 
pirate copying, but did not feel that it was 
totally unacceptable. The final 15-20% gave 
responses of 7 or over. This is thus the pro-
portion of the population who see pirate co-
pying as largely or fully acceptable.

Attitudes were different, however, when 
there was a question of making money from 
downloading music illegally. Respondents 
had a rather stricter view of that. In fact, 
three people out of every four said that it 
was completely unacceptable to download 
music from the Internet and then sell it to 
friends.

The difference between these two types 
of breach of the law is also evident in ave-
rage response scores. While pirate copying 
for one’s own use was given an average sco-
re of 3.8, the score for selling copied music 
to friends was much lower, at 1.7. There is 
thus a marked difference in the degree of 
acceptability.

Pirating computer programs
Danes have another favourite pirating ac-
tivity – many people use pirated computer 
programs at home.

Again, there is a generally relaxed atti-

Pirate copying is widely accepted
tude to this breach of the law among the po-
pulation. Only three out of ten rejected this 
behaviour completely in 2010 – the same 
proportion as for the question on copying 
music. It seems that norms in this area did 
not change significantly over the previous 
13 years, either. Questions were also asked 
about pirated computer programs in 1997. 
The same proportion – three out of ten – 
considered this behaviour unacceptable at 
that time.

This, then, is one area where Danes’ 
norms of behaviour are clearly not influen-
ced to any great extent by the letter of the 
law. This may be because the law in this 
area is unclear, and transgressors are sel-
dom prosecuted.

Nevertheless, the average response score 
fell from 4.4 in 1997 to 3.6 in 2010, so the-
re has been a slight increase in criticism of 
this practice.

Figure 9

Level of acceptance of pirate copying

note: To what extent do you accept the pirate copying of music from the internet, on a scale from 1 to 10? do not 
accept it at all = 1. Take a critical view of it = 2-6. Find it acceptable = 7-10.

Source: The rockwool FoundaTion reSearch uniT.

A large proportion of Danes consider it acceptable to some extent to make pi-

rate copies for one’s own use, but not acceptable to sell the copies to friends and 

neighbours.
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2010

had been directed to apply for a post that he 
or she did not want. Only 26% of respon-
dents found this completely unacceptable, 
while 74% thought that to some extent this 
behaviour could be regarded as acceptable.

Over the last 10-15 years, availability 
and active job-seeking has been strongly 

emphasized by the government, and unlike 
the increasing permissiveness regarding so-
cial fraud in general, we do in fact find that 
evaluations of concrete situations have be-
come stricter on all comparable measures. 
However, norms remain quite permissive as 
compared to the rules in these situations.
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The law educates the population
It may well be that the population initially 
treats certain laws and regulations with 
some scepticism, but changes its attitude 
over time.

This was the case in Denmark in rela-
tion to regulations about child labour. The 
minimum age for children to be employed 
was raised in 1996 from 10 to 13, as part of 
a general process of harmonisation of Euro-
pean labour laws.

When it was decided that it would be il-
legal throughout the EU for children under 
13 to be employed in paid work outside the 
home, this was in diametric opposition to 
the opinions of most Danes. The new ru-
les went against the accepted norms among 
a large proportion of the population. In 
1997, fully 64% of the Danish population 
said that they were likely to break the law 
and allow younger children to work. Only 
9% said that it was very unlikely that they 
would attempt to break the law.

In other words, Danish popular opinion 
at that time was that the law was idiotic and 
out of step with the real world.

Normally Danes are law-abiding folk, 
but this was one area in which the law-
makers were completely out of touch with 
the norms prevalent in society. Some people 
made it almost a point of honour to flout 
the new law. There was widespread accep-
tance of the idea that 12-year-olds should 
continue to have the opportunity to make 
a little pocket money by delivering adver-
tising material, for example.

When people were asked to what de-
gree they would accept breaches of the 
law, one person in three responded with 
a score of 10 on a scale of 1 to 10 – me-
aning that they found it perfectly accep-
table – or even laudable – that the law 
should be broken. The average response 
score for the entire population was 6.3. By 
way of comparison, Danes responded with 
an average score of 3.1 to a question as to 
whether they considered it acceptable to 

walk across a pedestrian crossing with the 
light on red.

No more than three years later, however, 
the people of Denmark had changed their 
views about children working. In 2000, the 
average level of acceptance had fallen from 
6.3 to 4.3. The attitude now was that the 
law was more or less reasonable.

Today, opinions are even more closely 
aligned to the law. Acceptance of breaches 
of the law was down to 3.7 on the scale in 
2010. In the course of just 13 years, then, 
opinions had changed from strong disap-
proval of the law to a moderately high level 
of acceptance of it.

Furthermore, it is interesting to note that 
in 1997 there was virtually no correlation 
between views on children working and ge-
neral attitudes to obeying the law. A cor-
relation between these factors was clearly 
identifiable in 2000, and in 2010 the corre-
lation had become a strong one. Infringe-
ment of the law on children working is still 
looked on relatively leniently, but by 2010 
attitudes on this issue had clearly become a 
fully integrated element of general attitudes 
to upholding the law, and were determined 
by these general attitudes.

Sales of alcoholic drinks to  
young people
The issue of children working is not the 
only example of the law influencing pub-
lic attitudes in Denmark – a point which 
should please politicians.

In 1998, a law was introduced in Den-
mark forbidding the sale of alcoholic drinks 
to young people under the age of 15. It se-
emed hardly likely at the time that the law 
would be observed, however; it was thought 
that young people were sure to find ways of 
buying drinks anyway.

Nor did the politicians actually expect 
the new law to have much of an effect from 
one day to the next on sales of alcoholic 
drinks to young people. The aim was rather 

Internet surfing during working hours
The technological developments that have 
made it possible to download music and 
software from the Internet have also ope-
ned up new opportunities for spending 
work time doing something other than 
working. Facebook, Twitter and other so-
cial networking sites now use up a propor-
tion of Danes’ working hours.

Consequently, it is hardly surprising that 
many Danes are not opposed to people sur-
fing on the Internet for long periods during 
working hours. When asked about their at-
titude to this, 60% of respondents were pre-
pared to qualify their views to some extent. 
Similarly, 51% were prepared, to some de-
gree, to accept people shopping on the In-
ternet in working hours.
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The state can influence people’s views
For many years, Danes have scoffed at their 
Scandinavian cousins living across the 
Øresund. The Swedes are only too ready 
to accept that “nanny knows best” in their 
relations with the state, according to many 
Danes. Now, however, it looks as though 
the Danes themselves are becoming more 
willing to heed the exhortations of the 
government.

This is true not only in terms of respec-
ting laws and regulations, but in some ca-
ses also when the state attempts to persuade 
people to change their ways voluntarily.

In 2010, respondents constituting a re-
presentative sample of the population were 
asked about their attitudes to certain acti-
ons which, while certainly legal, were not 
really “the way good citizens should beha-
ve”. 

Respondents were asked about their at-
titudes to wanton wastage of energy and to 
unhealthy eating and exercise habits.

Wasting energy was found to have a 
low level of acceptance among the popula-
tion. One person in three would not accept 
people consuming excessive energy in their 
own homes. The average score given was 
3.2 on a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being an 
expression of the highest level of moral be-
haviour. Wasting energy was thus seen as 
almost as bad as keeping money found in 
the street for oneself.

Eating fatty food and failing to exerci-
se were not viewed as negatively. However, 
even though these are actions that are wi-
thin the free rights of the individual, they 
nevertheless met with only limited accep-
tance.

On a scale of 1 to 10, eating fattening 
food received an average acceptability score 
of 5.5 among the Danish population, with 
failure to take sufficient exercise receiving a 
rating of 5.6. These two unhealthy practices 
were thus placed midway between the two 
extremes of “not acceptable at all” and “per-
fectly acceptable”.

A comparison between respondents’ at-

titudes on these issues and their general at-
titude to upholding the law revealed an in-
teresting relationship, namely that the more 
people distanced themselves from breaches 
of the law, the more they also disapproved 
of unhealthy modes of living.

Attitudes to early retirement  
have shifted
In 1997, there was a high level of acceptan-
ce of people taking early retirement, even 
if they were perfectly capable of working. 
On average, the level of acceptability was 
8.2, representing almost complete accepta-
bility. This should be seen in the light of 
the fact that at that time most Danes had 
the right to an early retirement allowance. 
Since then, the early retirement scheme 
has been under constant discussion. This 
has apparently affected attitudes, with the 
average level of acceptance falling to 7.1 in 

   Figure 10

Danes’ acceptance of excessive energy consumption, unhealthy living 

and taking early retirement

 

note: respondents were asked to indicate on a scale of 1 to 10 the extent to which they would accept various forms 
of health-threatening behaviour, wastage of energy and behaviour in relation to early retirement. 1 = not acceptable 
at all 10 = Perfectly acceptable. The figure shows the proportions of the population who gave a rating of 2 or higher 
on the issues.

Source: The rockwool FoundaTion reSearch uniT.

Wasting energy is not seen as acceptable, even in a person’s own home. Unhe-

althy living is also not completely acceptable. On the other hand, the Danish po-

pulation still accepts to a substantial degree that people take early retirement.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Taking early retirement even if one is 
fully �t for work

Wasting energy in the home

Eating fattening food, even though this 
increases the risk of illness

Failing to take exercise, even though 
this may affect health

Taking early retirement even one is �t 
and healthy, and one is needed at work

to send a signal to the population that the 
consumption of alcohol by young people 
was frowned upon. It seems that this mes-
sage had an effect.

In 2000, the average score for accepta-
bility of the sale of a couple of beers to a 
child aged 14 was 2.7 on the scale from 1 
to 10. In 2010, the average score was 2.0. 

The 2010 survey also showed that people 
who took a strict line on the sale of alcoho-
lic drinks to young people were those who 
had a generally law-abiding attitude. Over 
the course of 10 years, then, attitudes had 
again adapted in the direction of the law, 
with greater acceptance of the prohibition 
of the sale of beer to 14-year-olds. 
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Figure 11

 Proportion of respondents who do not consider it completely 

unacceptable:

note: respondents were asked to indicate on a scale of 1 to 10 the extent to which they would accept various types 
of insurance fraud. 1 = not acceptable at all 10 = Perfectly acceptable The figure shows the proportions of the popu-
lation who gave a response of 2 or higher on the issues.

Source: The rockwool FoundaTion reSearch uniT.

Many Danes do not unconditionally reject insurance fraud. Over half the popu-

lation would be prepared to compromise with strict morality when, for example, 

it is a matter of exaggerating the replacement value on an insurance claim.

There are considerable differences in atti-
tudes to insurance fraud among Danes. 

In 2010, the Rockwool Foundation Re-
search Unit asked Danes comprising a re-

presentative sample of the population about 
their attitudes to five forms of insurance 
fraud – for example, as to whether it was 
acceptable to report a mobile phone as 
being stolen, even though in reality it had 
ceased to function as a result of being put in 
the washing machine, and whether it was 
permissible to ask someone to take respon-
sibility on their insurance policy when so-
mething had broken.

The survey showed that 36% of respon-
dents found all five forms of fraud complet-
ely unacceptable.

The remainder of the population were 
willing to make moral compromises with 
regard to one, several or all five issues. In 
other words, they thought that insurance 
fraud was acceptable to a greater or lesser 
degree.

There were, however, differences in 
people’s moral attitudes, depending on the 
type of fraud involved.

As Figure 11 shows, morality was par-
ticularly flexible in relation to a question 
about reporting too high a replacement cost 
for an item that had fallen in price since the 
time of purchase. 55% of respondents were 
willing to qualify their attitude on this is-
sue.

In contrast, there were far fewer re-
spondents who thought it was acceptable 
to break an object which needed replacing 
and claim the cost against insurance. Only 
23% of respondents thought that this was 
acceptable to some degree. Three out of 
four respondents thought that such an ac-
tion could not be tolerated under any cir-
cumstances.  

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

– to break something deliberately and 
claim the value from insurance

percent

– to declare an exaggerated 
replacement value

– to persuade someone to accept insurance 
liability for something being broken

– to declare a mobile phone stolen when it 
had accidentally been put in the washing machine

– to claim for extra items in an insurance 
claim after a break-in

2010. In 1997, 56% of respondents found it 
completely acceptable that people should 
take early retirement, whereas this figure 
had fallen to 36% in 2010. It is still accep-
table to take early retirement, but it is not 
seen as being quite such an ethically defen-
sible behaviour as it once was.

Respondents were also asked about the 
extent to which it was acceptable to take 

early retirement despite being fit and he-
althy, and being needed at work. The ave-
rage score in 2010 was 6.8. However, un-
like attitudes towards unhealthy life styles, 
however, these attitudes were not correlated 
with general law-abidingness. It remains to 
be seen whether these attitudes would be 
associated in the future. 

Only one third of respondents were consistent in their 
disapproval of insurance fraud
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Women have higher moral standards than men
Regardless of the issue, women are by and 
large more law-abiding in their attitudes 
than men. They find stealing, insurance 
fraud, falsifying on one’s tax declaration 
and drink driving all less acceptable than 
men do. There are also more judgemental 
in their attitude to lying to gain an advan-
tage for oneself.

A representative sample of the Danish 
population was asked a long list of questi-
ons about moral issues. It is almost impossi-
ble to find any area where women set their 
standards lower than men. Even when the 
questions concerned areas where one might 
expect women to be more sympathetic than 
men to infringements, they remained more 
law-abiding in their views.

For example, using a scale of 1 to 10 – 
with a response of 1 indicating the highest 
level of moral rectitude – men gave an ave-
rage score of 5.5 to indicate their attitude to 
telling an employer that one was ill in order 
to stay at home to care for a sick child. The 
average rating by women on the same issue 
was 5.1.

In response to a question about how far 
it was acceptable to report a mobile phone 
as being stolen to an insurance company, 
when in fact it had become unusable after 
going through the washing machine, the 
average score from Danish men was 2.6, 
while for women it was 1.9.

Women also have higher moral stan-
dards than men when they are asked about 
social security fraud. One might expect a 
greater level of acceptance of this among 
women, who generally speaking are more 
vulnerable on the labour market. Howe-
ver, when Danish women were asked their 
views on claiming unemployment benefit 
even if one was not genuinely available for 
work, their average level of acceptance of 
this behaviour was 1.5, as opposed to 1.8 
among men.

Largely in agreement
There are many areas where men and wo-
men are more or less in agreement. As Ta-
ble 4 shows, the two sexes rate the same 
five actions as being the worst, namely 
shoplifting, car theft, buying stolen goods, 
drink driving and leaving the scene after 
damaging another car while parking.

Similarly, men and women are more or 
less in agreement about the things they con-
sider acceptable, as Table 5 shows. These 
include taking early retirement at 60, even 

Table 4

Least acceptable actions

  Men av. women av.

1 Taking a few items from a 
large store without paying

1.2
Taking a few items from a 
large store without paying

1.1

2 Taking a car that belongs to 
someone else

1.3
Taking a car that belongs to 
someone else

1.2

3 buying stolen goods 1.5
driving home from a party 
slightly the worse for alcohol

1.2

4 driving home from a party 
slightly the worse for alcohol

1.6 buying stolen goods 1.2

5 driving away from the scene 
of a parking accident

1.7
driving away from the scene 
of a parking accident

1.3

respondents were asked to indicate on a scale of 1 to 10 the extent to which they would accept various actions. 1 = 
not acceptable at all 10 = Perfectly acceptable

Source: The rockwool FoundaTion reSearch uniT.

Men and women are fully in step with regard to the breaches of the law they 

consider least acceptable.

Table 5

Most acceptable actions

  Men av.. women av.

1 Taking early retirement at 60 
even if one is needed at work

6.8
Taking early retirement at 60 
even if one is needed at work

7.4

2 calling in sick to work in or-
der to look after a sick child

5.5
calling in sick to work in or-
der to look after a sick child

5.1

3
allowing one’s children under 
the age of 13 to do paid work, 
even though this is illegal

4.3

Telling a potential employer 
that one is not interested in 
a job for which one has been 
referred as an unemployed 
person

4.2

4

Telling a potential employer 
that one is not interested in 
a job for which one has been 
referred as an unemployed 
person

4.3
Making pirate copies of music 
from the internet for one’s 
own use

3.5

5
Making pirate copies of music 
from the internet for one’s 
own use

4.1
using pirated software at 
home 

3.2

respondents were asked to indicate on a scale of 1 to 10 the extent to which they would accept various actions. 1 = 
not acceptable at all 10 = Perfectly acceptable

Source: The rockwool FoundaTion reSearch uniT.

Apart from children working, men and women are in agreement about the 

things they consider most acceptable.
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though one is needed at work; reporting 
sick oneself in order to care for a sick child; 
and pirate copying.

The attitude to taking early retirement is 
the only point on the survey where women 
were significantly more accepting than men 
– reflecting the fact that the Danish early 
retirement scheme is used by many more 
women than men.

Danish men stand out on one point, too. 
They feel to a much greater degree than wo-
men that it is all right to allow children un-
der the age of 13 to work.

A couple of beers from the 
convenience store
Table 6 shows the proportions of the survey 
population who were not totally opposed 
to various actions. The table indicates the 
five issues on which there were the greatest 
differences between the sexes. The largest 
difference concerned the sale of beer. Only 
21% of women would be willing to qualify 
their opinion on the sale of a couple of be-
ers by a convenience store to a boy of 14. 
The remainder – 79% – felt that this was 
totally unacceptable. Men in general had a 
very different attitude: 56% were prepared 
to soften their attitude on this question to 
some degree, with only 44% regarding the 
sale as completely unacceptable.

Similarly, there were large differences 
between the sexes over the issues of buil-
ding on a protected site, falsifying one’s tax 
declaration and reporting a mobile phone 
as stolen when actually it had been through 
the washing machine. On all these points, 
Danish men had fewer scruples than wo-
men.

Table 6

Greatest differences in attitudes

    Men women

1
a convenience store selling a couple of 
beers to a 14-year-old

56% 21%

greatest 
difference

2
Putting up a small building in a protected 
area, which is strictly speaking illegal 

37% 18%

3
allowing one’s children under the age of 
13 to do paid work, even though strictly 
speaking this is illegal

72% 55%

4
Falsifying one’s tax declaration, if one has 
the opportunity

44% 28%

5
reporting a mobile phone as stolen even 
though in fact it became unusable after 
going through the washing machine

47% 32%

Source: The rockwool FoundaTion reSearch uniT.

Many men think that selling beer to 14-year-olds is OK. Not many Danish wo-

men agree. 
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