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Abstract 
 
The aim of this study is to determine the extent to which Danish parents give their children pocket 
money, including an examination of whether there is a correlation between the amount of pocket 
money given and children’s income from paid work. We also examine the significance of parents’ 
income for the amount of pocket money they give to their children, and we consider how children use 
their income in relation to the amount of their pocket money and earnings. Finally, we examine the 
relationship between children receiving pocket money and their participation in household chores, and 
their doing their school homework.  

The study is based on data collected as part of the Rockwool Foundation Research Unit’s Time 
Use and Consumption Study of 2008-09 (see Bonke, 2007). That survey includes various items of 
information about conditions of life for Danish children and young people aged seven to seventeen, 
including a detailed mapping of their time use and of their consumption.  
 
 
 
1. Studies of children’s pocket money  
 
There are very few studies in existence, whether conducted in Denmark or abroad, of the amount of 
pocket money given to children and how they use this money – if we disregard surveys made by 
marketing bureaus and the like. Exceptions are Kooremann (2007), who investigated Dutch high school 
teenagers behaviour and the amount of pocket-money they received in 1992, and the Danish study of 
children’s pocket money made in connection with the Leisure and Culture survey of 1993 (Andersen, 
1995). In the Danish survey, children aged 7-15 were asked how much pocket money they received, 
and what they bought with this and any other money they had. Among its findings, the survey showed 
that the majority of children received pocket money, and that the amount was DKK 100-400 per 
month, depending on the age of the recipients. Andersen (1995) also includes information about the 
amount of paid work done by Danish children and young people aged 7-15. 
 Besides investigations of the amounts of pocket money given, studies have also been made of 
parents’ motivation for giving their children pocket money. In this connection, Furnham (2001) reports 
that the desire to teach children the value of money and the importance of saving up for things was a 
significant reason for parents to give their children pocket money. 
 Also the impact of intergenerational assistance within families on children’s labor supply has 
been investigated to figure out if such transfers may be either explained by altruism or by exchange 
within a reciprocity structure. Hence, Wolff (2006) showed that there is no relationship between 
French parents’ money transfers to their children and their labor supply, Dustmann & Micklewright 
(2001) found that financial assistance significantly reduces the labor force participation of British 
teenagers.    
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2. The data  
 
In 2008-09, the Rockwool Foundation Research Unit carried out a comprehensive survey of Danish 
households’ time use and consumption. Interviews were conducted with adults aged 18-74, with the 
partners of the participants, if any, and with children living at home aged 7-17.  
 In addition to a number of questions concerning participants’ backgrounds, etc., the survey 
involved a mapping of the time use of each member of the household, and of each family’s total 
consumption. In connection with the questions on time use, children were asked whether they 
received pocket money, whether they did any paid work, and how much they received in total from 
these sources. Data on these matters collected in 1993 (Andersen, 1995) were likewise based on the 
information provided by the young people themselves.  
 Bonke & Fallesen (2010) provides a more detailed description of the survey, including 
information about survey drop-out rates, etc. 
 
3. The extent and amounts of pocket-money giving  
 
The survey showed that nearly two-thirds of all Danish children in the age groups 7-11 and 12-17 
receive pocket money each month. There are no differences between boys and girls with regard to 
whether or not they receive pocket money; two-thirds of all boys and two-thirds of all girls in these 
age groups are given pocket money (Table 1). 
 However, the amount of pocket money does vary according to the age of the children. While 
children aged 7-11 who receive pocket money are given an average DKK 123 per month (1 EUR=7.45 
DKK), the average amount is DKK 321 for those young people aged 12-17 who receive pocket money. 
The amount given is a little greater for girls aged 12-17 than for boys. On the other hand, for boys and 
girls aged 7-11 who receive pocket money, the amounts are more or less the same.  
 If we compare the amount of pocket money given to young people aged 12-17 with parents’ 
expenditure on clothes, leisure equipment, etc. for them, we find that the average pocket money given 
represents barely 20% of the total of such spending. Thus, it is only a small proportion of these things 
that children buy with their pocket money; most items are bought, or at least paid for, directly by the 
parents. 
 Naturally, there are differences in the amounts of pocket money that children receive each 
month within the two age groups. For the 25% of children aged 7-11 who receive the least pocket 
money, the average amount is DKK 41; but for the 25% who receive the most, the amount is nearly 
DKK 259. Similarly, the 25% of children aged 12-17 who receive the least pocket money get an average 
of DKK 94, while the amount is DKK 704 for the 25% who receive the most (Table 2). The table also 
shows that for young people aged 12-17, there is a positive correlation between the amount of pocket 
money received and the amount earned through working. 
 In comparison to 1993, there were fewer Danish children who received pocket money in 
2008/09; three out of four children of all ages received pocket money in 1993, while the same was true 
only for those aged 10-12 in 2008/09. For children and young people aged 7-9 and 13-15, the 



4 
 

proportion receiving pocket money had fallen to between half and two-thirds (53% and 63%) over the 
course of 15 years (Table 3). 
 
 

Table 1. Extent of receipt of pocket money among Danish children and 
amounts received, by age and gender. 2008/09. 

 Proportion who receive 
pocket money 

Percent 

Average amount of pocket money 
received among children given it 

DKK per month 

N 

  Average (SD)  
Age 7-11  62.0 123.3 (6.5) 295 
- boys  62.5 126.9 (9.5) 155 
- girls  61.4 119.3 (8.8) 140 
Age 12-17  62.7 321.0 (14.3) 363 
- boys  62.2 287.9 (17.9) 186 
- girls  63.2 355.8 (22.4) 177 

Source: Calculations made at the Rockwool Foundation Research Unit. 
 

Table 2. Pocket money for children who receive it, by size of amounts. 2008/09. 
 The 25% receiving 

the least amount of 
pocket money  
(1st quartile) 

The 25% receiving 
the second-least 
amount of pocket 
money (2nd quartile) 

The 25% receiving 
the second-greatest 
amount of pocket 
money (3rd quartile) 

The 25% receiving 
the greatest amount 
of pocket money 
(4th quartile) 

 DKK per month 
Age 7-11  40.6 94.0 133.6 258.9 
Age 12-17  94.0 190.4 340.6 703.7 
Income from paid 
work 

    

 DKK per month 
Age 12-17  921 1,294 1,431 1,491 

Source: Calculations made at the Rockwool Foundation Research Unit. 
 
 

Table 3. Extent and amounts of pocket money for Danish children in 1993 and 2008/09. 
 Age 7-9  Age 10-12  Age 13-15  
Proportion who receive pocket money (%)   
1993  70 74 72 
2008/09  53 74 63 
Average amount of pocket money received 
 by those children that are given it.  
DKK, 2008 prices  

 

1993 (2008 prices) 116 205 416 
2008/09  98 165 337 
N (1993:2008/09)  227:144 215:232 253:185 

Source: Andersen (1995:129) and calculations made at the Rockwool Foundation Research Unit. 
 
 

The amount of pocket money given also fell over the fifteen-year period for all the age groups 
(Table 3). While recipients of pocket money aged 7-9 received an average of DKK 116 in 1993, the 
amount for the corresponding group in 2008/09 had dropped to DKK 98, a fall of 15.5%. For pocket 
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money recipients aged 10-12 the fall was 19.5%, from DKK 205 to DKK 165, while it was 19% – from 
DKK 416 to DKK 337 – for recipients aged 13-15. The amounts of pocket money have been converted 
to 2008 prices in order to ensure that direct comparisons can be made of purchasing power.  
 
4. Children’s pocket money and other sources of income  
 
It is relatively common in Denmark for children to have a spare-time job while they are still attending 
school. However, a person must be at least 13 years old to take such a job, and there are regulations 
concerning how many hours young people may work while they are attending school. If we 
nevertheless include children aged 12, as has been done for the higher age group in this survey, we 
find that 43% of young people in the age group 12-17 had a spare-time job in 2008/09 (Table 6). If we 
only consider young people aged 13-17 the proportion will naturally be higher, since 12-year-olds work 
to a more limited extent (in part because it is illegal) than those who are a little older.  
 If we consider only young people aged 13-15 we find that the proportion with a spare-time job 
fell by 20%, from 55% to 44%, over the 15 years between 1993 and 2008/09 (Table 4). On the other 
hand, the amount young people earned from their spare-time jobs rose by 31% over the same period, 
from an average of DKK 946 monthly in 1993 (2008 prices) to DKK 1,240 per month in 2008/09.  
 

Table 4. Extent of, and amounts earned from, spare-time work for 
Danish young people in 1993 and 2008/09. 

 Age 13-15  
Percentages of young people with paid jobs   
1993  55 
2008/09 44 
Average income from paid jobs for those 
 with such work (DKK)  

 

1993 (2008 prices)  946 
2008/09  1,240 
N (1993:2008/09)  253:121 

Source: Andersen (1995:129) and calculations made at the  
Rockwool Foundation Research Unit. 

 

 
Table 5. Relationship between spare-time jobs and pocket money 

 among young people aged 12-17. 2008/09. 
 Spare-time job  No spare-time job   N  
Pocket money  36.6% 63.4% 100% 361 
No pocket money  54.8% 45.2% 100% 208 
Note: The difference in the probability of having a spare-time job for those  

that receive pocket money and those who do not is significant at the 
 0.000 level (χ2(1) = 17.8945). 

Source: Calculations made at the Rockwool Foundation Research Unit. 
 

 
It would seem logical to assume that young people who received pocket money and thus had a 

regular source of income would be less likely to have spare-time jobs, while young people who did not 
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receive pocket money would tend to have spare-time jobs. This did indeed prove to be the case. For 
young people aged 12-17 who received pocket money, only one-third also had spare-time jobs, as 
opposed to more than half of those young people who were not given pocket money (Table 5).  
 As Table 6 shows, pocket money comprised just a modest proportion of overall income for 
young people aged 12-17 who also had a spare-time job: it amounted to DKK 372, or 22% of their 
average income of DKK 1,698 in total. These young people made up 23% of all those aged 12-17 in the 
study. Those young people who only had a spare-time job, comprising one in five of the age group, had 
somewhat larger incomes, DKK 1,906 per month, while those who received pocket money but had no 
job, totalling 40% of the age group, had average incomes of DKK 304 per month. 

At the same time, it was found that those young people aged 12-17 who had a spare-time job 
received more in pocket money than corresponding young people who had no spare-time job.  
 
Table 6. Incomes of young people from pocket money and spare-time jobs. Young people aged 12-17. 

2008/09. 
 No pocket money / no 

spare-time job  
Pocket money / no 
spare-time job  

Spare-time job / no 
pocket money  

Pocket money / 
spare-time job  

  DKK per month 
Pocket money  0 304 0 372 
Income from 
spare-time job  

0 0 1,906 1,326 

Total  0 304 1,906 1,698 
N (%)  94 (17%) 223 (40%) 112 (20%) 128 (23%) 
Source: Calculations made at the Rockwool Foundation Research Unit.  
 
 

Table 7. Pocket money, income from spare-time job and other cash, by gender and age. 2008/09. 
 Boys Girls 
 Age 7-11 Age 12-17 Age 7-11 Age 12-17 
 DKK per month 

Pocket money 79 179 73 225 
Income from spare-time 

job 
– 1,698 – 1,490 

Other cash / net savings 214 42 250 -71 
Total 293 1,919 323 1,644 

Source: Calculations made at the Rockwool Foundation Research Unit. 
 
 
 In addition to pocket money and earnings from a spare-time job, some children also receive 
other money from their parents from time to time. In fact, Danish children often receive such money 
that they can spend for themselves. This means that children’s consumption is determined by the 
amount of their pocket money, their earnings from work, and the various additional sums of money 
that they are given. Information about the last of these items is found by deducting pocket money and 
earnings from the reported costs of children’s consumption. If the remaining amount is negative, this is 
taken to be saving, since the person in question spends less than they receive in pocket money and 
earnings from any spare-time work. This calculation gives no indication of how much children and 
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young people may save out of money that they receive from time to time from their parents or from 
other sources. 
 Table 7 shows that for both boys and girls in the 7-11 age group, these occasional amounts of 
money make up a larger sum than their pocket money, whereas the reverse is the case for boys and 
girls aged 12-17. In the case of girls aged 12-17, there appears to be a saving of DKK 71 per month (as 
saving is calculated here), whereas on average boys in this age group make no saving of income over 
expenditure. This does not mean, however, that among boys and girls in the two age groups there are 
some who save money on their spending, and some who do not. Almost half of all boys and girls aged 
7-11 save to some extent – i.e. they have a negative difference between income and expenditure – 
while the same is true of almost two-thirds of boys and girls aged 12-17. The children in the latter age 
group have more money to save than those in the former, which may partially explain the differences 
between the two age groups.  
 
5. Children’s own consumption  
 
There are differences between boys and girls in their spending on themselves. For children aged 7-11, 
girls’ consumption is greater than that of boys, whereas in the age group 12-17 it is the boys that have 
the greater level of consumption (Table 8).  
 The pattern of consumption is also different for boys and girls. Girls aged 7-11 spend more 
money on both sports equipment and miscellaneous items (‘Other’ in Table 8). However, in the case of 
items such as drinks, CDs and DVDs, food, sweets, clothes and shoes there are no major differences 
between boys and girls of this age with regard to the ways in which they spend their own money. For 
boys and girls aged 12-17, the differences in patterns of consumption are greater. Boys in this age 
group spend significantly more on food, sweets and drinks than girls do. The same is true as regards 
sports equipment, CDs and DVDs. On the other hand, girls in this age group spend almost twice as 
much as boys on clothes and shoes. This does not necessarily mean that total expenditure on clothes 
for girls is twice as great as the total expenditure on clothes for boys, since many clothes are probably 
provided by the parents without involving spending out of pocket money or other money that the 
young people control for themselves. 
 Table 9 shows the extent to which there is a relationship between receiving pocket money and 
how children and young people use their money.  We can compare the patterns of consumption of 
boys and girls aged 7-11 who receive pocket money with those who do not. We can do the same for 
boys and girls aged 12-17, but in this case we must also take into account the fact that those young 
people who receive pocket money less frequently have spare-time jobs than those who do not receive 
pocket money (see Table 5). In other words, we calculate the patterns of consumption for these 
groups as though they had spare-time work to the same extent. 
 It transpires that the differences between the patterns of consumption of those who receive 
pocket money and those who do not are statistically significant for both boys and girls and in both age 
groups. For boys aged 7-11 with pocket money, spending on clothes and shoes, for example, is 
significantly less than for boys in this age group who receive no pocket money, while the reverse is 
true for boys aged 12-17. Boys with pocket money spend more than those without on food, sweets 
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significantly less than for boys in this age group who receive no pocket money, while the reverse is 
true for boys aged 12-17. Boys with pocket money spend more than those without on food, sweets 



8 
 

and drinks when they are aged 7-11, but again the situation is reversed in the older age group. In the 
case of girls, the differences between those with and those without pocket money are less marked in 
both the younger and the older age groups.  
 
 
Table 8. Spending by children and young people over a 14-day period on various items, by gender and 

age. 2008/09. 
  Boys Girls  Boys  Girls  
 Age 7-11 Age 12-17 
 DKK per 14 days (percentage of total) DKK per 14 days (percentage of total) 
Expenditure on:  
- food and sweets  38 (15%) 23 (7%) 126 (16%) 88** (13%) 
- drinks  21 (8%) 7 (2%) 99 (13%) 44** (7%) 
- clothes and shoes  86 (33%) 61 (20%) 190 (24%) 369** (57%) 
- sports equipment  4 (2%) 11** (4%) 49 (6%) 5** (1%) 
- CDs, DVDs, etc.  26 (10%) 10 (3%) 51 (7%) 31** (5%) 
Other  83 (32%) 196** (64%) 268 (34%) 112** (17%) 
Total  258 (100%) 308 (100%) 783 (100%) 649** (100%) 
Of which, from pocket money  101 (39%) 87 (28%) 184 (23%) 230** (35%) 
N  123 118 240 240 

** differences between spending by boys and girls significant at the 0.05 level. 
Source: Calculations made at the Rockwool Foundation Research Unit. 

 
 

Table 9. Patterns of consumption for children and young people receiving and 
not receiving pocket money, by gender and age1. 2008/09 

 Age 7-11 Age 12-171 
 Boys Girls Boys Girls 
 Pocket money Pocket money 
  No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes 
Expenditure on:          
- food and sweets  8% 18% 12% 6% 21% 14% 15% 14% 
- drinks  3% 11% 4% 2% 14% 14% 10% 7% 
- clothes and shoes  45% 27% 18% 20% 21% 45% 51% 52% 
- sports equipment  0% 2% 2% 4% 1% 5% 1% 1% 
- CDs, DVDs, etc.  6% 13% 5% 2% 5% 5% 7% 1% 
Other  38% 29% 59% 66% 38% 17% 16% 25% 
Total          
- percent  100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
- DKK (14-day period)  302 241 263 335 1.228 780 877 839 
p (χ2 test)   0.000  0.055  0.000  0.000 
N  36 87 43 75 51 59 51 55 

1The figures for both boys and girls have been controlled for differences in the proportions that 
 receive and do not receive pocket money among those who do and do not have spare-time jobs. 

Source: Calculations made at the Rockwool Foundation Research Unit. 
 

 
 Naturally, we cannot say to what extent the differences in patterns of consumption can be 
attributed solely to whether or not children receive pocket money. We do not know, for example, the 
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amount of consumption paid for directly by the parents. Nevertheless, it does appear that whether or 
not children receive pocket money has an effect on how they spend their money.  
 
6. What affects the amount of pocket money that children receive?  
 
In addition to their age, there are a number of other factors that could affect how much children and 
young people receive in pocket money.  Thus, we might imagine that pocket money could be 
dependent on parents’ income, age, stress level, or level of education. 
 
 

Table 10. Parents’ total income1 and the pocket money they give to their children. 2008/09  

 Parents grouped by increasing level of income1 
 The 25% with the 

lowest incomes 
(1st quartile)  

The 25% with the 
second-lowest incomes  
(2nd quartile)  

The 25% with the second-
highest incomes 
(3rd quartile)  

The 25% with the 
highest incomes  
(4th quartile)  

Age 7-11  68 80 73 83 
Age 12-17  203 210 193 202 

1In order to be able to compare the (net) incomes of couples and single parents, total incomes are divided by the 
square root of the number of parents in the home. 

Source: Calculations made at the Rockwool Foundation Research Unit. 
 
 
Table 11. Average values for factors which may explain which children receive pocket money. 2008/09 

N= 854  Average values  
Children’s age (12-17/7-11)  0.559 
Child’s gender (boy/girl)  0.522 
Only child / sibling  0.141 
Mother’s age (over 40 / 40 or under)  0.595 
Parents’ income (per month)  DKK 44,367 
Father’s education (further education / no further education)  0.473 

Mother or father stressed (at least one parent reports often feeling stressed)  0.600 

Child has spare-time job (yes/no)  0.238 
Child participates in household chores (yes/no)  0.670 
Child has school homework (yes/no)  0.458 

Source: Calculations made at the Rockwool Foundation Research Unit. 
 
 
If we first consider parents’ total income, we find that there is no clear relationship between this factor 
and the amount of pocket money they give to their children. It is true that parents with children aged 
7-11 who have the lowest incomes do give a little less to their children in pocket money than parents 
in the second-lowest and the highest income brackets, but parents with the second-highest incomes 
also give their children relatively little pocket money (Table 10). In the case of parents of children aged 
12-17, those in the second-highest income group give the least in pocket money. It is therefore not 
possible to say on the basis of these figures that there is a relationship between children’s pocket 
money and parents’ income, either for children aged 7-11 or for those aged 12-17.  
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 In order to check whether the various factors are related to the amount of pocket money – for 
example, to see whether parents’ income or level of education typically correlate positively with the 
pocket money given – results of a statistical analysis for a number of factors are presented in Table 12. 
This table allows us to gain an impression of the ‘pure’ link between any individual factor and the 
amount of pocket money given (average values for the factors/variables are listed in Table 11).  The 
table shows that there is a weakly significant correlation between parents’ income and the amount of 
pocket money given. However, this relationship has no real financial importance, in that parents’ net 
income has to increase by DKK 1,000 per month for their child to receive DKK 0.07 less in pocket 
money. In contrast, there is a strong positive correlation between the father’s education level (further 
education as opposed to no further education) and the amount of pocket money, in that the more 
highly educated the father, the more pocket money is given, i.e. Kooreman (2007) finds the same for 
the Netherlands. Whether or not the father or the mother see themselves as being nearly constantly 
under stress, however, has no influence on the amount of pocket money.  
 

Table 12. Factors explaining the amount of pocket money children receive. 
Tobit regression  Marginal effect 
N= 854  Pocket money 
Child’s age (12-17/7-11)  68.17*** (14.30) 
Child’s gender (boy/girl)  -12.90* (7.39) 
Only child / sibling  45.10*** (16.01) 
Mother’s age (over 40 / 40 or under)  28.72*** (10.92) 
Parents’ income in DKK ’000s (net income divided 
 by the square root of the no. of adults in household).  

-0.07* (0.04) 

Father’s education (further education / no further education)  33.35*** (9.54) 

Mother or father stressed (at least one parent reports 
 often feeling stressed)  

8.08 (8.19) 

Child has spare-time job (yes/no)  -13.80  (8.93) 
Child participates in household chores (yes/no)  0.56  (8.38) 
Child has school homework (yes/no)  6.99  (8.23) 
  
Y: The marginal effect of the Tobit regression  71.24 
*, ** and *** indicate that the coefficient is significant at the 0.1, 0.005 and 0.001 levels, respectively. Standard Errors 

are given in parentheses. 
Source: Calculations made at the Rockwool Foundation Research Unit. 

 
The analysis also demonstrates that older children receive more in pocket money than younger 

ones, confirming what has already been reported above. There is also a clear link between the amount 
of pocket money given and whether a child is an only child or has siblings. Only children receive over 
DKK 45 more per month than children with siblings. Finally, there is a weakly significant correlation 
between children’s gender and their pocket money that indicates that boys receive less than girls. For 
Dutch children there is no such gender differential of pocket money (Kooreman, 2007).   
 On the other hand, the analysis presented in Table 12 does not confirm that young people with 
spare-time jobs receive significantly more pocket money than those without such jobs. The link that 
we reported earlier thus cannot be found again when we examine the ‘pure’ effect.  
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 Nor do we find that children who participate in doing household chores receive significantly 
more in pocket money than those who do not. The same is true of doing school homework, where 
there is again no significant relationship with the amount of pocket money. There is thus nothing to 
suggest that children receive more in pocket money if they do their school homework, nor that doing 
school homework triggers the giving of pocket money, nor yet that pocket money forms an incentive 
for children to do their homework. Naturally, there may also be a number of other factors that 
determine whether children receive pocket money, and conditions that have to be fulfilled for pocket 
money to be given. According to Furnham (2001), the aim of many parents in giving their children 
pocket money is to teach them to be more aware as consumers, to encourage them to save up for 
things, and so on. However, it is beyond the scope of this study to investigate the extent to which this 
is also true in Denmark.  
 
7. Conclusion  
 
In order to examine the extent to which children in Denmark receive pocket money, including 
differences in the amounts of pocket money received by boys and girls, we used data from a survey of 
Danes’ time use and consumption conducted by the Rockwool Foundation Research Unit. The survey 
included interviews with children aged between seven and seventeen, and the interviews included 
questions concerning pocket money and spare-time jobs.  
 It was found that two-thirds of both the boys and the girls in the 7-11 and the 12-17 age groups 
received pocket money, and that the girls in the older age group received more than boys of the same 
age. It was also found that there are significant differences in the amounts of pocket money given to 
the two age groups, and that only children received almost twice as much in pocket money as those 
with siblings.  
 A comparison with a survey made 15 years previously indicated that fewer Danish children and 
young people received pocket money in 2008/09, and that those who did received less than 
previously. Similarly, we found that fewer young people aged 12-17 had spare-time jobs; however, the 
average amount of income earned from such jobs had increased since 1993. Young people who both 
had spare-time jobs and received pocket money obtained considerably more income from their jobs 
than in pocket money, even though young people with spare-time jobs actually received more in 
pocket money than those without. There were, however, fewer young people with spare-time jobs 
who received pocket money than there were young people with spare-time jobs who did not 
indicating some reciprocity in parental money transfers to their children.  
 Patterns of consumption among children who receive pocket money are significantly different 
from those of children who do not receive pocket money. This is true of both boys and girls, and in 
both age groups. For boys aged 7-11 with pocket money, spending on clothes and shoes, for example, 
is significantly less than for boys with no pocket money, but the reverse is the case for boys aged 12-
17. Boys with pocket money spend more than those without on food, sweets and drinks when they are 
aged 7-11, but again the situation is reversed in the older age group. In the case of girls, the 
differences between those with and those without pocket money are less marked in both the younger 
and the older age groups.  
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 For children in both age groups, there is a statistically significant correlation between parents’ 
income and the amount of pocket money paid, but in real financial terms the effect is very small. On 
the other hand, there is a real-terms link between fathers’ level of education and the amount of 
pocket money given. Whether or not parents report feeling frequently under stress has no effect.  
 Finally, we found that children’s contribution to household chores had no relationship to the 
amount of pocket money given, and nor did the question of whether or not children did their school 
homework. It must therefore be factors other than children doing work that influence the giving of 
pocket money for the majority of parents.  
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